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This Old House...

We begin a new series featuring
the wonderful old houses of
Cuopgue with the Blake-Squires-
Eeogh house. Henry Blake and his
sister were the original owners, Old
records say that this house began
construction in 1902 and was
completed in 1903. But, in 1989,
when the cumrent owner was
updating the kitchen, workmen
found a paper in the wall that said
1901,

Omne of the most magnificent
houses in the village, i took over a
year to build and cost $10,000.
Geo. Skidmore was the architect.
He designed several homes here
including the Josiah H. Post
“cottage”at Post Lane and Cuogue
Strest in 1884,

It was the custom at the time to
bestow a name on your house. “The
Breezes”had wrap-around porches,
an attached barn/stable (for grazing

sheep), a shingled rocf, a separate
windmill and acres of hsh

vegetable gardens. In the 1920 Mr.
Blake put on a copper roof possibly

as a result of hurricane damage. The
copper roof was a landmark for 75
years; it was replaced with a shingle
roof just two years ago. After three
generations of Blakes, in 1948
Irving “Clip” Squires bought the
property. He removed the wrap-
around porches, sub-divided the
property, sliced off the barn section,
moved it to the windmill where he
turned the two buildings into a
charming residence which is there
today. “Clip™ Squires was not a large
man, but he had a flamboyant
personality. He drove around the
village in a huge, open oy car
with his chauffeur sitting in the
back seat. Mr. Squires was gener-
ally liked and he relished telling
everyone how he made his fortune.
He made uniforms for the UL5
Army. He said it was his idea to do
away with cuffs on the trousers
which saved the government
millions of dollars in material and
made him a millionaire. In 1952 Mr

Squires sold the property to
Congressman and Mrs. {Virginia)

Eugene Keogh. Mrs. Keogh, a
waorld-class cook, had an artist’s eye
for design. On the first floor, she
removed the walls, molding and
wainscoting. She lowered the
celling and made a grand open
living/dining room where she
entertained delighted guests at
memotable, elegant dinner parties.
This old house will always belong to
the Congressman’s descendants.
The fourth generation is in
residence, albeit one still in the
nursery and one still in junior
SpOrts.

Special
Summer Events

July 15th
Scavenger Hunt
A New Adventure!
see page 4
July 26th
Lecture
Historic Preservation
s8¢ page 3
July 3oth
Children's Art
Classes Start  see page 3

August 11th
38th Annual
Art Show

New Location! see page 4

August 18th

32nd Annual
Children’s Art Show
New Location! sce page 4




Letter From the Chairman

To Our Members and Supporters-

I am pleased to report that the
CQuogue Historical Society has
had a very productive winter and
spring, and that we are looking
forward to an exciting series of
events and programs during the
summer season. These events and
programs are described elsewhere
in this Mewsletter. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank the
Board members and wolunteers
who have worked so hard to
make all of this possible.

As most of you know, a major
focus of the Society for the past
year has been the preservation of
the rich architectural heritage of
theVillage of Quogue. In particular,
we have been playing a central
role in the effort to avoid the
demolition of the house known
as "Antiquity” - criginally built in
the 1740's as the home of the
Cooper family. In Pebruary, we
persuaded the owner of the land
on which the house is currently
located to transfer the building to
the Society as a gift, and we
agreed to remove the building
from his property within six
months. Unfortunately, we have
not yet been able to identify a
pemmanent new home for “Antiquity”.
Ohr current plan is to have the
building “deconstructed” and
stored on Village land while we
continue the effort to find a new
location on which the building
can be reconstructed. We would
welcome any suggestions from
the readers of this Newsletter.

In addition, we have sponsored
a series of lectures on the general
theme of preservation of historic

structures, in an effort to raise
consciousness in the community
and support for measures that
will protect our architectural
heritage. The first two lectures -
by Sally Spanburgh of the
Southampton Town Committee
on Historic Preservation {on
preseroation measures adopted by
other East End communities) and
by our Board member Stuart
Disston {an “Architectural Tour of
Puogue”)- were well attended
and stimulated some lively
discussion. The third and final
lecture in this series will be a
report by Zach Studenroth (the
town  historian of Southampton
Towm) and Robert Strada,
commissioned by the Socety,
on the architectural history of
“Antiquity” and the “Weathervane”;
it is scheduled for Thursday, July
26, at 5 pm, at the Village Hall.
Finally, I would like to take
note of the retirement from the
Board and as officers of the Sodety
of two long-serving members-
Bobbie Patterson and Jane Post.
We are all very grateful for their
dedication and support, and we
will miss their contdbutions. {We
are very pleased, however, that
Eobbie has agreed to continue to edit

this Newsletter) The Board has
elected Cecelia Lazarescu to
succeed Bobbie Patterson as
Recording Secretary, and Maureen
Leness to succeed Jane Post as
Corresponding Secretary. [ also
note that our Treasurer, Kelso
Sutton, has notified us of his
intention to resign as Treasurer,
although he will remain as a
Board member; we are very
grateful to Kelso for all of his
hard work and important
contributions to the Society's
mission.

Peter ]. Rothenberg
Chaimman

Did You Know?

There used to be a Bowling
Alley in the basement of the old
Community Hall. Kim Payne set
up pins when he was a young
boy. So did Carl Cardo. They say
the reason was that the VFW was
then located across the street.
When the VFW mowved, it was
tumed into a Shooting Gallery
for a group of sharpshooters who
had their own local “gun club.”
And then, the building got
updated and was expanded to
support theater production
needs.

We Are Volunteer Proud

The Society announced two
docent training sessions, May
26 and June 16 and 50 people
came! Pi Gardiner talked about
our collections and then
conducted an orentation tour
of the Schoolhouse and Pond
House where docents will be
assigned to help visitors learn

and enjoy the exhibitions. There
will be a thank you cocktail
party Thursday, August 30th
from 5 to 7. Anyone who is
interested in being part of the
volunteer program, please call
631-996-2404. Maureen Leness
and Cynthia Patry, co-chairs.

The Historical Society is a wot-or-profit, all volunteer organization. If you would bke to donate your time andior money, please respond to QHS,
F 0. Box 1207, Quogwue, N.Y. 11953, If you have a comment, criticism, compliment, please write to Newsletter, P O\ Box 87, Quogue, N. Y. 11358



Everyone is Welcome...Exhibitions are Open

June 30th Through Saturday, September 1st.
Wednesdays and Fridays 3 to 5 and Saturdays 10 to Noon.

QHS Pond House

The 1822

Schoolhouse
Located Behind the Library

Quogue’s One-Room
Schoolhouse

114 Jessup Avenue

* Whaling in Quogue: From Shore to the South Seas
* Boarding Houses, the Hey Dey: 1880-1910
* An Antique Dollhouse: Handmade in Miniature

Saturday, August 18th...
The Children's Art Classes and Show

The Children's Art Lessons,
sponsored by the Quogue
Historical Society and the
Counselman-Ohdholm Fund, will
be held this summer for the 32nd
year at the Quogue Library.
Children ages 6 to 12 are eligible.
Each child must have his or her
own (uogue Library card.

Building on the success of last
summer, art teacher Amy Hess,
will again hold two classes on
each of three Fridays, July 20th
and 27th and August 3rd. The
first class will run from 1:30 to
2:00 and the second from 3:30 to
5:00. All children wishing to
participate must sign up in
person at the Library starting
1:30, Tuesday, July 3rd.

The children’s art work will
be displayed at The Children's Art

Show at the Library from 1:00 to
4:00 on Saturday, August 18th.
All  children, up through age
16, whether or not they have
participated in the classes, are
invited to exhibit their work at
the Art Show. Please inquire
at the Library about when
application forms will be
available.

Marcia Ambler, Chairman

Historic
Preservation

Lecture

Lecture on Historic Preservation
in Quogue with architectural
historian Zach Studenroth and
expert in historic restoration,
Eobert Strada. July 26th, 5 pam.,

Village Hall

Annual Art Show
at New Location

For the first time, the QHS Art
Show and Sale will be held on the
Village Green on Jessup Ave on
August 11th. This is an exciting
new location for both artists and
patrons, as  the Society's new
headquarters are within walking
distance, just across and up the
street at 114 Jessup Awe. The Pond
House will be open for people to
visit to see the Society’s collections
and artifacts about historic
Cuogue.

This is the 38th annual Art
Show and, as always, rain or shine,
the exhibitors are open from 10:00
to 4: 00. As in the past, the show
teatures our Hast End artists,
including previous exhibitors, and
this year a group of new and
interesting talents have signed up.
Jean Duffy, Chairman Maureen
Leness & Christy Murray, co-Chairs.



 Sunday, July 15th
2 to 4 pm

The Children’s Scavenger Hunt for ages 8 to 12
will meet at the Fond House at 2:00. Each child will be put into a
eroup of 10 and be given a*Scavenger Hunt”t-shirt and a booklet with a map
and clues to explore, and to enjoy, a mile and a half trail of historical aspects of
Quogue. This is a new program and is made possible through the generosity of the Pine'Tree
Foundation. Applications are available at Quogue School, Library, Field Club, Beach Club,
Surf Club, Village Office and The Lily Fad. There will be refreshments, and prizes.

(Please retiern sign-up forms by Juby 12th to the yellow box on front steps of Pord House,)
The Committee: Tracie Duke, Laurie Hallen, Cecelia Lazarescu, Joan
Scanlan, Donna Sessa, Kelso Sutton, Noah Walley
~ and Dan Weiskopf.
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