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Yes, weTe inl The walls are up,
and painted; the floors are down, and
stained. Just a few touches
remain and our new home will be
ready to receive our collections.
The Quogue Historical Sodety has
now expanded its education and
Eresm'aﬂnn orbit with a pemmanent

on Jessup Avenue, at the
center of the Village.

Many of you may remember the
“Flood of 2005, when the extensive
collections of the Historical Society -
artifacts, historical documents, and
photographs were rescued from the
basernent of the Cuogue Library
during horrific  October  rains.
(Fortunately, nothing was damaged.)
Thanks to the generosity of its
Members and numerous other
Cogue residents, the Soclety was
able to raise suffident funds to
re-house the collections in archival
storage materials.

the winter and spring
of 2006, Sodety board members and
volunteers, with the assistance
of a graduate intern from New York
Urniversity'’s Program in Museum
Studies, spent hour upon hour
re-housing the collections. At the
same time, using Past Perfect
. a program especally
designed for museums, a basic
collections catalogue was created. A
dl%falphotngraphmsﬁkmc&each
collection item and a collections
number assigned.

Moving In

We are now in the process of
moving these e collections
which have been safely stored in the

Hall since 2006, some still at
the Library and some stashed in
homes all over town to 114 Jessup
Avenue.

Alth itis a herculean under-
taking, will take some time, we
are full of antidpation to be ready for
an official opening in late spring. You
will be the first to know exactly when.

has a beginning. This
is the beginning of our new home.

Many wonderful things happen
on the beaches in Quo C
offin the surfone gnrgengliadﬂyﬁg
summer of 2006, Kristina Walley was

telling Joan Scanlan about the old
house and land next door to the
home on Jessup Avenue that she and
her husband, MNoah, had recently
bought. The Walleys wanted to give
some of the artifacts they found in the
old house to the QHS. Joan was
enthusiastic  and  related  the
information to Pi Gardiner (Joan and
Fi were co-chairs of the Historical
Sodety). Then the two visited the
house with Kristina. Roaming about
the place the three came up with the
idea of having the Wllagﬂ buy the
house as the permanent home of the
Historical Socdiety.

It was a fortuitous moment. At
the time, the Library had been
talking about needing the office
space that (QHS was oocupying (and
the boxes and boxes of collection
irems, stored in the Village Hall, had
no permanent home). Pi and Joan
met with Mayor George Motz to
discuss the feasbility of the Town of
Southampton buying the property.

Motz immediately embraced
the idea and thought it t be
possible using Community Preservation
Fund revenue. The Town of
Southampton then entered into an
Intermunicipal eement  with
the Village of Qﬁtargue Under the
agreement, the Village will provide for
management and operation of the

L including renovations and
Slesations o the tulding




Some historic social items from the
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We will only talk about
celebrities who came here in the
past because famous people still
come here to relax and not to be
celebrated.

In the 1950s Robert Mont-
gomery, sophisticated leading
man of the silver screen, came to
Chuogue several times to award
the Montgomery Cup for General
Excellence to one of the Quogue
Field Club's young athletes. The
cup was named after his uncle,
James M. Montgomery, one of
the founders of Junior Sports.
The actor was bom Henry Mont-
gomery, Jr. but his family was
horrified that he acted in the
movies and asked him to change
his name. He changed it to
Eobert. When he visited it was a
thrilling moment for the mothers
who didn’t care what his real first
NAIME Was.

Author John O‘Hara, well
known for his keen socal
observation, lived in Quogue for
many years. His short story
“Next-to-Last Dance of the
Season” was published in The
New Yorker on September 18,
1943, just a few weeks after the
last Saturday night dance of the
summer season at the Cuogue
Field Club. O'Hara wrote “From
the Terrace” from the deck of his
house on the dunes overlooking
the club’s golf course. Although
some residents at the time were
not pleased with his thinly
disguised description of club
lite in Quogue, the book was a

runaway best-seller.
No one was more recognizable,

nor more pursued by the
paparazzi than the most popular
lovers since Anthony and
Clecpatra, when Elizabeth Taylor

and Richard Burton who fell in
love filming Cleopatra in 1963,
divorced their spouses in 1964,
married in 1965 and, at the height
of their stardom, found refuge
one summer in Quogue. Burton's
real last name was Jenkins, and
frequenting the local liquor store,
he learned the owner's name was
also Jenkins. Richard Jenkins
invited Erben Jenkins and his
Mrs. Jenkins to have a bite with
him and his Mrs. Jenkins. They
did; sitting on stools at the local

& & Which Hampton is your
favorite? asks Hector.

‘None of them... that's why
we live in Quﬂgue.’jﬁ

From Quague resident Roger Rosenblatt's
novel, Laphuom Rising.

Fountain of Youth soda shop.

The beautiful jazz wocalist,
Hazel Scott, had a vacation house
here for quite a while.

Bill Beutel, the charismatic
television anchor, loved Quogue.
Bill had a wonderful baritone voice
which he sometimes exercised
at parties, and sometimes he
competed in tennis and golf, but
his favorite exercise was walking
his big, funny looking dog around
the village. The dog locked like
the old"Our Gang" mutt. Nobody
didn’t like that dog, or Bill.

Ealph Bunche, Nobelist,
advocate  extraordinaire  and
United Nations diplomat, was a
frequent guest at lunch with
friends at the Quogue Beach
Club.

The Hollywood brothers,
Charles Evans and his thunderbolt

handsome brother, Bob, had a
house on the dunes for many
years. Some (Quogies still have
an indelible image of Bob Evans
in his speed boat standing at the
helm, not a hair out of place,
wearing a real bear-claw necklace
on his tanned, bare chest, roaring
through the canal well in excess
of the 7 mp.h. speed limit.

Bette Davis, a neighbor of
Marcia Miller's (Bradley) in
Westport, Ct, often visited
Marcia at her Grandmother
Fountain's beach house. Bette
Diavis was game to do adventurous
things; she was afraid of nothing,.
She loved the surt when it
was near humricane swells, and
martinis of similar strength.

The beautiful and talented
Joan FPontaine spent several
weekends at Bill Moore's family
house on the dunes when she
was being courted by Charles (the
wonderfully weird cartoonist)
Addams who lived not too far
away. Their favorite night was
Friday when it was cocktail hour
and the gang with Budd
Schulberg (another admirer), got
together to watch the sun set and
discuss intellectual things. Joan's
daughter with director William
Dozier, Deborah, and her
husband, Earl Potter, (a relative of
John O'Hara) today have a house

on the bay.

It's the 150th anniversary
of the Civil War

Do you have any artifacts,

papers or photographs from

this period you would be

willing to share with us. Write

QHS, POBox 1207, Quogue,
MN.Y. 11959

The Historical Sodety is a not-for-profit, all volmteer orgmmization. Ifyou would [ike to donate your time andior money, please respond to QHS,
F 0. Box 1207, Quogwe, N.Y. 11953, If you have a comment, criticism, compliment, please write to Newsletter, P O, Box 87, Quogue, N.Y. 11355



Moving In...contined

Two years later, in 2009, the
purchase was completed, and the
Village paved the way to grant the
Cuogue Historical Sodety a license
to operate a historcal museumn in the

building for the benefit of the public.

De and interior ,
Nancy Mullan-Demirjian, m
orginal plans to restore the interior
The house was a wredk and before
renovation work could begin it was
necessary to put in a basement. To
pay for the cost of lifting the house,
digging out a basement and putting
the house back, the (uogue Folice
Benevolent Association donated
$10,000 (the QPBA will have its
monthly meetings in the house), the
Juopue Association wrote a check
for $10,000 and Rich Kappel gave
$7.000 in in-kind dumpster services.
Orver the months several contractors
donated their time, expertise, and
labor force working inside and out.
Problems arose and many times the
plans were altered to comply with
building codes and esthetic needs to
house historic papers.

Oficer Chris Osborne oversaw
this stage of the project. Joan,
Pi and Kathy Peiffer put their hearts
and hands into cleaning all the stuff
out of the house. They said no one
has as much stuft in any combined
attics and garages as they hauled out
ot that house to E;Eteﬂ' ready for
construction crews. Officer Osbome
found an criginal deed dated 1859 to
Silas Jessup behind cne wall, and a
one-inch copper plate picture of Kim
Payne's great grandmother behind
ancther. She was related to Captain
Howell, one of CQuogue’s founding
families.

Trustee Jeanette Obser, acting
as liaison, began overseeing
renovation work on the house in
spring of 2009. She has been 24/7
coordinating workers, designers,
painters, finishers and landscapers
and curdous visitors. Much of the
labor was donated or submitked at
low cost. At the end of this article we

are proud to list the people and
companies that contributed to the
renovation of the old e house.

Board member and Fond House
Committee Chair, Donna Sessa has
been our hands-on laison with
Jeanette reporting progress, snags,
necessary additions, new costs and
each new completed stage of the
renovation work. We have new;, stabe-
of-the-art com being
installed. One wil a large
television screen in the main room
looping videos of the Sodety's
Presentations thro the years.
Thanks to Dick Gardner who has put
these on a CD. A unique fxture
constructed from a doset space is the
installation of a dumb-waiter to
transport the heaviest artides from
basement floor to attic. Of course,
proper air-conditioning and moisture
control are vital to
fragile papers and they are in.

The structure iself has a
history. Built . 1850, the house was
home to several generations of the
Payne famnilies in at the Hme.
Joe Payne was born there in 1893, and
had Payne's garage which became
iz Pord. Then, there was Eobert
Payne who drove the school bus. The
third Fayne was Eddie born in 1895,
He became a plumber and the father

of Kimn Payne, Village Trustee

In the early 1900s "Mother
Mary" Payne ran the "Home Store”

Jeanet te Obser, Donna Sessa and slanding
iz Lee Wadellfon

here. 5She sold school supplies,
candies from a jar, sewing notions
and beautiful fbbons, an important
accessory for women's dresses and
petticoats then.

Thanks beyond measure go to
the Town of Southampton, the
Village of Chuogue and the many
(JH5 memberships which have
made it possible. And to the men and
companies listed here:

Bradie Irrigation
Cardo Site Development
Chip's Evergreen
[¥Ancona Contracting
Diavis Brothers House Movers
Eastern Concrete
Ed Seltenreich
George Vickers Construction
Gaolfo Construction
Hunter Insulation
Mulvey Phambing
] P Spanc Home Company
Lance Nill Inc.

Lester and John Painting
bea Level Constuction
Ken Tedaldi
And, to Janice and Ted Slepian
for their generous donation

Un Succes Fou!

Congratulations  to  the
Holiday House Tour Cornmittee.
It was a beautiful day. Mother
Mature did her part and the rest
we owe to the gracious home-
owners, wonderful docents,
enthusiastic tour goers, the
folks at the Library and the
party house scene. Thank you
to Fred at the Market and
Theresa at the Lily Pad for the
cider and cookies.

We want to thank
Chairman Lee Wadelton who
brought the idea east with her
from the Summit, M.]. Beeves-
Reed Arboretum.




The Hon Sundy Schermeyer,
Southampton Town Clerk, spoke

at the first Preservation Committee
Talk at the Library on Sunday,
January 23rd. She is the one who
speatheaded putting historic
documents on the Town's website,
www.southamptontownny.gov in

a searchable format. Digitizing
these fragile books took several
years, but now anyone may

research town records, historic
deeds and even cemetery plots
online. Sundy showed us maps
from the 1700s through the
decades up to 1916. Each map
revealed the population growth
through more developed roads
and delineated acreage with new
homes. The Town Clerk's Historic
Diivision has received praise from
the US Department of the Interior
for the Town's preservation efforts,
of making historic doouments
available in electronic format for
research while safely protecting
the unique orginal documents.
Sundy Schermeyer's family is
from Westhampton Beach, her
grandfather, Arma Andon served
as the Village's Mayor for many
years. Sundy’s husband, Michael
is the son of Dr. Richard

Calendar Notes

Sunday, February 27th: 2:00 p.m.
Preservation of artifacts and
papers is topic of Talk at the Library
August 13th : the 37th Annual
Art Show and Sale at the Library,
from 10 to 4
ATTENTION ARTISTS! Our
annual art show will be held on
Saturday, August 13th on the
grounds of the Cuogue Libm.r].-r
It matters not that
professional or a Sunday afl:er—
noon artist, all that is needed is
enthusiasm. Actually, several of
our well-known local artists have
gotten their start here.

If you have a Cuogue or East
Chucgue affiliaion and are interested
in participating, please contact

and Majorie Schermeyer, formerly Ehﬂnie Delaporte at 631-653-
ar enet.
Sundy Sch of Oeean Avenue in Cuogue. monsterd@optonlin
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